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AFFECTED AIRCRAFT 
All aircraft. 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this notification is to advise all aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, 
maintenance organizations, and parts distributors regarding improper maintenance performed on 
aircraft parts and accessories. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Joint investigations conducted by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the Department of 
Transportation-Office of Inspector General, and the Defense Criminal Investigative Service revealed 
that Gateway Air Repair, Inc. (Gateway), improperly maintained and approved for return to service 
various aircraft parts and accessories.  Gateway, located at 2000 NW 96th Avenue, Miami, FL 33172, 
previously held Air Agency Certificate No. QG9R208X with Class 1 and Class 2 accessory ratings.  
Discrepancies noted in Gateway’s practices included: 
 

• Failure to ensure cleaning, inspection, reassembly, and testing to the tolerances and limits of 
approved technical data. 

• Falsification of maintenance record entries. 
• Failure to ensure proper qualifications of employees who performed maintenance. 
• Failure to use the methods, techniques, and practices, as well as failure to perform work in 

accordance with current standards and technical data, acceptable to the Administrator. 
• Failure to have available the tools and equipment necessary to perform maintenance on parts 

and accessories approved for return to service by Gateway.  
 
Gateway, which operated as a certificated repair station between October 2001 and December 2003, 
represented itself as having the capability to maintain the attached list of parts and accessories.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Regulations require that type-certificated products conform to their type design.  Aircraft owners, 
operators, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors should inspect their 
aircraft, aircraft records, and/or parts inventories for parts approved for return to service by Gateway.  
Suspect parts installed on aircraft should be inspected for conformity to type design.  If any are found 
in existing stock, it is recommended that the parts be quarantined to prevent installation until a 
determination can be made regarding each part’s eligibility for installation. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
Further information concerning this investigation and guidance regarding the above-referenced parts 
and accessories may be obtained from the FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) given below.  
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In addition to the above recommendations, the FAA would appreciate any information concerning the 
discovery of the parts, the means used to identify the source, and the action taken to remove any part 
from service. 
 
This notice originated from the Miami FSDO, 8600 NW 36th Street, Suite 201, Miami, FL 33166, 
telephone (305) 597-7681, fax (305) 716-3456; and was published through the FAA Suspected 
Unapproved Parts Program Office, AVR-20, telephone (703) 668-3720, fax (703) 481-3002.      
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